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A Message from our Co-President ~~~~~~~~
I'm still thinking about last month's lessons
on photography: getting in closer, dividing
the framework by thirds, capturing unusual,
surprising and visually appealing subjects.
Don’t miss how members applied these tips
to their photos beginning on page 7 of this
issue.

Next Meeting
Monday, February 5, 6:30p
9250 Laguna Springs Dr., Suite 100
Elk Grove

I think I liked it so much, like many of you,
because, while there are many aspects of life not in our control, it is
possible to surround ourselves with beauty and wonder. I guess that's why
we are gardeners, right? And, I'm especially anticipating February's
"Secrets of a Cutting Garden" since bringing the beauty of nature indoors is
the essence of that.
I hope to see you and feel free to invite a friend to join us!
Happy Gardening!

Connie Adams Georgiu
PS. For those of you with Apple phones, you might be interested in some
phone camera classes offered at the Apple store in Arden Fair.
https://www.apple.com/today/program/photo-walks-sessions/
Thanks to Roberta Gleeson for giving us this tip!

Secrets of a
Cutting Garden
Jan Fetler
Vivian Sellers
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February Program ~~~~~~~~~~
By Jan Fetler

Orchids ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Oncidiums. This is a big group with
some members called “Dancing
Dolls” because flowers look like
ladies “dancing” from wiry stems.

Do you want to make
flower arrangements
from plants in your own
backyard?

They have long, strappy leaves and
plants do well under household
conditions.

Join Vivian Sellers and
me at the next meeting
for “Secrets of a Cutting
Garden” where you’ll
learn the best flowers
you can grow for
arrangements and tips
for cutting and
arranging them!

A bright window encourages reblooming, but direct sun from the
south may burn leaves, so protect with a sheer curtain.
Repotting is usually done in spring using bark chips.
Oncidiums tolerate dryer conditions than many orchids—
every 10 days or so may be often enough water. Fertilize
twice a month.

###

Your Photos Wanted! ~~~~~~~~
By Connie Adams Georgiu
Here I am very seriously
studying my phone. I
wasn’t the only one! At
the last meeting we
learned some tips for
taking better garden
photos and I’m looking at
my practice shots.
Whether or not you
attended the
presentation about
Garden Photoraphy, you
are invited to send in
your favorite photo each month for inclusion in this
newsletter.

“Dancing Dolls”

Don’t be shy! Turn to page 7 to see some examples.
I know the weather has been gloomy, but your picture
doesn’t have to be recent. If you took a photo that you
love of a garden scene anytime, send it to Jan Fetler
(janfetler@gmail.com). Include a little description about
the location and what camera you used.
Come on, it’s fun to share! Look for a reminder e-mail
from Jan in early February for the March issue—or send it
now!

A very happy ‘Sharry Baby’

###

###
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Photo Challenge ~~~~~~~~~~~

Incredible Edible ~~~~~~~~~~

By Rita Achuff

By Jan Fetler

A picture is worth a thousand words. It should tell a
story.

Blooming fruit?

The man in the picture below shows a good example of
how to focus and frame your subject by getting in close.
Your photo challenge is to take three pictures of the same
subject. Take a few steps closer to your subject between
each shot. Compare the pictures. Which one do you like
better?

The orchard is awake with plenty of flowers. Sunny days
bring pollinators which in turn bring fruit later this year.
For tips on what needs to be done in the orchard, visit:
http://ucanr.edu/sites/sacmg/Monthly_Orchard_Tips/#mar

Have fun!

Apricot
Apricot, Pluot and other fruit that blooms early risks
pollination failure. We obviously want rain and the trees
need the water, but rain keeps pollinators in hiding so
blossoms don’t get pollinated. Drought is an early-fruit
grower’s friend. L

I took this at the National Heirloom Expo in Santa Rosa.
Maybe a club tour idea?

Nectarine

###
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Heavy Metal ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A valentine sheep!

Pluot
###

Gardenism ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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February Garden Checklist ~~~~
By Jan Fetler
•

Check soil moisture of
plants under eaves.

•

Plant vegetable seeds
outdoors: carrots, kale, kohlrabi, lettuce, mustard,
radishes, beets, chard and peas.

•

Start tomato, pepper and eggplant seeds indoors.

•

Cut down and turn under vegetable garden cover
crops.

•

Continue pruning dormant deciduous fruit trees, cane
berries, blueberries and roses. Also prune trees and
shrubs that will flower on this year’s growth such as
salvia and butterfly bush. Finish by mid-February.

•

Prune grapes in late February or early March before
leaf buds break open.

•

Cut back brown-in-winter ornamental grasses.

•

Plant summer bulbs like canna and gladiolus.
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•

Snip winter prunings into 2-inch lengths for faster
composting.

•

Pull weeds before they flower and set seed.

•

Apply copper spray on peaches and nectarines to
reduce peach leaf curl. Apply by bud swell in midFebruary.

•

Continue winter pest management for fruit trees
including dormant oil spray.

•

Look for aphids, slugs and snails, scales and codling
moth damage.

###

Calendar ~~~~~~~~~~~
GOTG Meetings for 2017-18
February 5 (Monday) 6:30pm
Vivian Sellers and Jan Fetler - Secrets of a Cutting
Garden

March 5 (Monday) 6:30pm
Big Oak Nursery - Commercial Growing/A Day in
the Life

April 2 (Monday) 6:30pm
Green Acres – Pot Party (speaker TBA)

May 7 (Monday) 6:30pm
Flower Arranging (Cal State Floral Association/
Sacramento Floral Design Guild)

June 4 (Monday) 6:30pm
Garden Chatter

July (Date/Time TBA)
Summer Social

Other Events
January 26 (Friday) Noon till 7p
January 27 (Saturday) 10a till 6p
January 28 (Saturday) 10a till 5p
Home & Landscape Expo - $7 ($2 for Seniors on
Friday!)
Cal Expo Pavilion Building
1600 Exposition Blvd., Sacramento
http://www.homeandlandscapeexpo.com/site/attend/
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February 10 (Saturday) 10a till Noon
Master Gardener Composting Workshop - $10
It’s easy and fun to recycle your kitchen and
garden waste into compost!
4145 Branch Center Road, Sacramento
Register:
http://sacmg.ucanr.edu/Special_Events/

February 20 (Tuesday) 9a till 1p
Sacramento River Valley District General
Meeting
$10 includes meeting and lunch
Curtis Swanson will discuss Mt. Diablo restoration
Contact Connie Adams Georgiu if you want to go
georgiu@hotmail.com, 681-1203

February 24/25 (Saturday/Sunday) 10a till 4p
Ikebana Show – Free!
Shepard Garden and Arts Center
3330 McKinley Blvd, Sacramento

March 3 (Saturday) 10a till Noon
Do Worms Have Teeth? - $25
Master Gardeners will teach you how composting
with worms is ideal for indoor or outdoors
4145 Branch Center Road, Sacramento
Register:
http://sacmg.ucanr.edu/Special_Events/

March 17/18 (Saturday/Sunday) 10a till 4p
Spring Plant Sale—Free
Shepard Garden and Arts Center
3330 McKinley Blvd, Sacramento

April 7 (Saturday) 9a till 3p
Native Plant Sale and Gardening Clinic—Free!
Sacramento Native Plant Society
Elderberry Farms Native Plant Nursery
2140 Chase Drive, Rancho Cordova

May 12 (Saturday) 9a till 3p
Sacramento Geranium Sale – Free!
Sacramento Geranium Club
Shepard Garden and Arts Center
3330 McKinley Blvd, Sacramento

May 15 (Tuesday) 9:30a till 1p
Sacramento River Valley District General
Meeting
Sue Golden of Golden Pond Aquatics will
demonstrate making a tabletop water garden
Reservation details coming soon
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Support Our Local Friends ~~~~~
Big Oak Nursery
Elk Grove Community Garden
Elk Grove Food Bank

~~~ The Scarecrow ~~~
Editor – Jan Fetler
janfetler@gmail.com

This Month’s Contributors:

Elk Grove Greener Gardens

Connie Adams Georgiu

Elk Grove Historical Society

Rita Achuff

Green Acres Nursery and Supply

Roberta Gleeson

The Secret Garden
UCCE Master Gardeners

Co-Presidents
Kathleen Albiani and Connie Adams Georgiu
Vice-President – Bonnie Jones
Secretary – Dianne Cadwallader
Treasurer – Linda Lichtenberg
(Gay Rigmaiden, Acting)
PO Box 2418
Elk Grove, CA 95759-2418
http://www.gardenersofthegrove.org

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/GOTGElkGrove2016/

Gardeners of the Grove is a member of:
Sacramento River Valley District
California Garden Clubs, Inc.
Pacific Region of National Garden Clubs, Inc.
National Garden Clubs Inc.
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PHOTOS! ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Here are the first submissions.
Thanks for putting up with my nagging! If your picture
wasn’t here this month, there is plenty of room in March’s
newsletter.

New member, Debbie Martin captured
Geranium and Dusty Miller with her Samsung
phone on a cloudy, wet day at Kew Gardens in
London last summer. What lovely detail you
find when you “Get Close.”

Please consider sending in a picture you have taken that
you love.
•
•
•
•
•

doesn’t have to be recent
garden or nature
any kind of camera
one per month per person
March issue deadline: February 18

Please send the biggest size you have. We might want to
make greeting cards. In that case a larger resolution
(bigger) is better.
Dreary weather may have held you back so far, but come
on. Send something to me for us to look at!
Jan Fetler
To start us off, Donna Schiffer, one of our guests, shared
her picture illustrating tips like “Looking Up” and “Do you
Need it All?” A recent cloudy sky and bare oak branches.
Taken with an iPhone.
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Mushrooms look like flowers. Sunny day
“Looking Down” by Jan Fetler with an iPhone.
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Jeanne Williamson is practicing “Backlighting” with
this Abutilon (flowering maple) blossom. Taken
about 4p with an iPhone.

Gay Rigmaiden used her iPhone to capture some
whimsy in these watering cans.
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New member, Susan Muckey saw this roosted turkey
vulture on a gate at the end of her street. Good
thing she had her iPhone with her!

Joyce Byers loves irises as evident in this photo taken
with her Kodak Easy Share.
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Dianne Cadwallader calls this “Last Girl Standing.”
It’s a Denver daisy (Rudbeckia hirta) she asked her
husband to leave to go to seed.
She was surprised at the vivid color even in the
shade. Photo taken with iPhone.

Start snapping! Send the result to Jan!
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